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CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF FORT WORTH 

 

A FEAST FOR THE SENSES 

 
 

The Chamber Music Society of Fort Worth will present the Amernet Quartet in concert on Saturday, 

February 11, 2017 in the auditorium of the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth. This concert which is 

aptly titled “Not Your Parents’ Chestnuts” will feature the premiere of the Piano Sonata No.23 

“Appassionata” by Beethoven which has been reimagined for string quartet by Jeffery Briggs. This 

work was written for and created with the counsel of the Amernet String Quartet and is dedicated to 

the 30th Anniversary Season of Chamber Music Society of Fort Worth. The concert will begin at 2:00 

pm and will be preceded by the highly popular Pre-Concert Conversation with Laurie Shulman 

beginning at 1:15 pm also in the auditorium.  

 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Composer Jeff Briggs writes the following about The (New) Beethoven Quartets: 

 

After arranging a couple of  variations from Opus 26 just for fun, I realized that 

voicing and range were nearly always appropriate for quartet …I then looked around 

a little and noticed that, while Beethoven’s String Quartets have been transcribed 

for piano many times , the Piano Sonatas had never been done for string quarte t.  So I 

decided to do it myself, simply because the world needs all the Beethoven it  can get.  

 

For the audience familiar with the  Beethoven Piano Sonatas, it’s an interesting and 

thrilling (if somewhat surreal) experience hearing classical music you know b ut have 

never actually experienced before —  with the sustain and dynamic abilities of the 

stringed instruments,  you’ll hear lines that were implied in the piano but never 

stated so clearly.  Also , musical structure is more readily revealed by differences in  

timbre among the players . 

 

Gary Levinson, Artistic Director 
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Artistic Director Gary Levinson comments, “The supreme contrasts of that sonata [Appassionata] lend 

themselves to the medium of the string quartet, and when I first heard it, I felt it would be a 

phenomenal work to introduce to our audience.”  

 

Other works on this remarkable program include the String Quartet #3 by Bartók which has been 

described as “among the great masterworks of modern music--brilliant, challenging, cathartic, one of 

the most difficult yet rewarding pieces in the entire chamber literature.” The program will conclude 

with two works by Dvořák – Romance Quartet in F minor and String Quartet No. 9 in D minor, Op. 3. 

 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

 

The CMSFW welcomes the Amernet String Quartet for the third time. Described by the Cincinnati 

Enquirer as “One of Americas’s finest ensembles,” the Amernet has been praised for their 

“intelligence” and “immensely satisfying” by the New York Times. The group is currently Ensemble-

in-Residence at Florida International University in Miami. Their performance schedule has taken the 

quartet across the Americas and to Asia, Europe, and the Middle East. Earlier in their career, the 

Amernet won the gold medal at the Tokyo International Music Competition before being namced first 

prize winners of the prestigious Banff International String Quartet Competition.   

 

Quartet members are: 

 

Misha Vitenson, Violin 

Franz Felkl, Violin 

Michael Klotz, Viola 

Jason Calloway, Cello 

 

ABOUT THE COMPOSER 

Dr. Jeffery L. Briggs (born March 10, 1957) holds a Doctorate in Musical Composition and Theory from 

the University of Illinois, Master in Music from Memphis University and a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Composition and Theory from the Eastman School of Music. Briggs' composition teachers included 

Samuel Adler, Warren Benson, Joseph Schwantner, Donald Freund, and John Melby. 

Jeff was awarded the Bernard and Rose Sernoffsky and Louis Lane Prizes for Music Composition at the 

Eastman School of Music, the Haimsohm Prize for Musical Composition at the University of Memphis, 

an ASCAP Award, and a MacDowell Colony Fellowship. Briggs has had a dual career writing music for 

acoustic instruments and computer games with more than 50 published titles including the original 

theme music for the game Civilization.   

 

 

Parking at the Museum 

 

Because of construction, parking at the Modern Art Museum is limited.  It is recommended you arrive 

early, and enjoy lunch in the musuem café.  Your ticket will ensure you receive a 10% discount for 

your lunch.  Valet parking is also available for your convenience. 

 

http://jefferylbriggs.com/s/About-Jeff-Briggs-life-in-games.pdf
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Ticket Purchase 

 

Single tickets are available by calling 817-877-3003, online at www.chambermusicFW.org, and at the 

door.  Single tickets are are $5-$35.  Special family rates are also available on request. For more 

information about this concert and the 2016-17 season, please visit the website at 

www.chambermusicFW.org 

 

Note to Editors:  For hi-res photos of the Amernet Quartet please visit the Amernet website at 

http://amernetquartet.com/photo-gallery/ or Liz Semrad:easemrad@att.net.  Thank you. 

http://www.chambermusicfw.org/
http://www.chambermusicfw.org/
http://amernetquartet.com/photo-gallery/

