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The Melding of Art, History, and Personal Reflection 

 
The Chamber Music Society of Fort Worth is honored to present the Vermeer 
String Quartet to the North Texas audience in performance of Haydn’s Seven 
Last Words of Christ. This special pre-Easter concert will be presented on 
Saturday, April 19, at 2:00 pm in the auditorium of the new Renzo Piano 
Pavilion of the Kimbell Art Museum, 3333 Camp Bowie Boulevard, Fort 
Worth, TX. 
 
 
The Vermeer 
The Vermeer which was founded in 1969 discontinued performing in 2007.  
However, when Gary Levinson, Artistic Director for the Chamber Music 
Society, asked the group if they would consider reuniting in a performance of 

Haydn’s masterpiece, The Seven Last Words of Christ  on the CMSFW 
concert season, they graciously accepted. This work became a signature piece 
for the Vermeer and one for which they received a Grammy Award for their 
1988 recording.   
 
Members of the quartet are Shmuel Ashkenasi, violin, Mathias Tacke, violin, 
Richard Young, viola and Marc Johnson, cello.  Ashkenasi, who was born in 
Israel, studied with Efrem Zimbalist at Curtis Institute.  He has performed with 
many of the world’s most famous orchestras and in recital with Murray Perahia 
and Peter Serkin.  Originally from Bremen, Mathias Tacke was a first prize 
winner in the Jugend Musizier National Competition and graduated with honors 
from the Nordwestdeutsche Musikakademie where he was later appointed to 
the faculty.  Violist, Richard Young studied with Josef Gingold and William 
Primrose among others. An orchestral soloist as well as recitalist Young has 
taught at the University of Michigan and was chair of the String Department at 
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Oberlin.  Marc Johnson, cellist studied at Indiana University with Janos Starker 
and Josef Gingold.  While still a student, he was the youngest member of the 
Rochester Philharmonic.  Before joining the Vermeer, he was a member of the 
Pittsburg Symphony. 
 
Meditations 
In this performance each of the movements will be separated by a short 
meditation. This has been a standard practice of performance by the Vermeer 
whose Grammy winning recording contains meditations by leading clergy and 
laymen including the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., Father Virgil Elizondo, Billy 
Graham, and actor, Jason Robards.   
  
The CMSF is pleased to have leaders of various faiths as well as influential 
individuals from the Fort Worth/ Dallas area giving their own personal 
meditations during the performance. This list includes Father Virgil Elizondo 
who gave a meditation on the 1988 recording; Reverend Sam B. Hulsey, 
retired Episcopal Bishop; J. T. Grant, artist;  Rabbi Ralph Mecklenberger;  
Imam Houjahed Bakhach;  Robert Adams, biblical scholar; The Honorable 
Eric V. Moyé, presiding judge over the 14th Judicial District Court of Texas; 
Rosemary Solomons Helmick, retired classical music host on KTCU radio.   
 
The Seven Last Words of Christ  
 
Following, in Haydn’s own words, is a story of the origins of this work taken 
from the preface to the 1801 Breitkopf & Hartel edition of The Seven Last Words. 
 
Some fifteen years ago I was requested by a canon of Cádiz to compose instrumental music on 
the seven last words of Our Savior on the Cross.  It was customary at the Cathedral of Cádiz to 
produce an oratorio every year during Lent, the effect of the performance being not a little 
enhanced by the following circumstances.  The walls, windows, and pillars of the church were 
hung with black cloth, and only one large lamp hanging from the center of the roof broke the 
solemn darkness.  At midday, the doors were closed and the ceremony began. After a short 
service the bishop ascended the pulpit, pronounced the first of the seven words and fell to his 
knees before the altar.  The interval was filled by music.  The bishop then in like manner 
pronounced the second word, then the third, and so on, the orchestra following on the 
conclusion of each discourse.  
 

Haydn considered The Seven Last Words of Christ to be one of his greatest works, 
and thought it superior to either of his later oratorios, The Creation and The 
Seasons .    
 

  



To enhance your concert going experience, please plan to attend the Pre-
Concert Conversation in the auditorium of the Renzo Piano Pavilion at the 
Kimbell Art Museum, beginning at 1:30. This discussion will be led by program 
annotator, Laurie Shulman.  This free discussion is available to all ticket holders. 
  
Individual concert tickets are $28 adults, $25 seniors and $5 students. To 
purchase tickets visit the CMSFW website:  www.chambermusicFW.org or call 
817-877-3003.   
 
For more information on this concert and the entire season please go to 
www.chambermusicFW.org. 
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